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Western Egypt seeks to be the ‘go to’ Arab ally for"

eyes powers, and at the same time be appreciated in the

of the Arab public as defending Arab interests against

»8_ post-colonial foreign domination.
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“... Tantawi had the loyalty of some officers within SCAF - but not all
of them. There was a new guard that clearly wanted the military to
return to the position it maintained prior to 25 January 2011, with some
temporary adjustments. The divide between this Tantawi clique, and
the new guard (led, it seems, by Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, now Defense
Minister, and Mohammed al-Assar), are real. One aspect of this is
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generational - the new guard is younger, and may have sought
promotion, which can only happen when the old tier retires or dies.
Ensuring the position of the military would probably have been another
Some speculate that that the new guard perceived that the .priority
would ,Tantawi cligue were on a trajectory that, intentionally or not
This new guard are unlikely to be .ultimately threaten that position
Islamists. No Islamist would have been permitted to rise to a senior
military rank by the security services had they been suspected of
Islamist leanings. The new guard, and the military establishment as a
whole, are pragmatists with two key interests: the economic holdings
of the military (including the quality of life enjoyed by the leadership)
and a maintaining of a geo-strategic situation in the region that does not
require them to ever go to war ... This was a coup within the military
establishment as senior officers were forced out by ambitious others.
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111 See: Robert Springborg, ‘Globalization and discontent in the Mena’, Middle East Policy 23, no. 2 (summer
2016) pp. 60-146.
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180 Max Weber, L’éthique protestante et I’esprit du Capitalisme « (,version numérique),les classiques des sciences
sociales, préparé par, Jean-Marie Trembly. Site web.. https://bit.ly/2VcDp9S
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